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A CATALYST for Climate Change
Focus the Region Highlights Systems and Sustainability
Katie Shoneff, Staff Reporter

KSHONEFF@CSUMB.EDU

Dr. Daniel Fernandez hopped on
his unicycle at the annual Focus
the Region event to not only showoff his skills on the one-wheeled
apparatus, but to prove a point
about the event's focus: systems
and sustainability.
Dr.
Fernandez,
Chair
of
the Division of Science and
Environmental Policy at Cal State
Monterey Bay (CSUMB), was
demonstrating interconnectivity
between various systems. In this
case, Fernandez was using his
sense of balance to hold himself
up. The wheel was pushing against
Fernandez's balancing-act and
without Fernandez, a necessary
human body, the unicycle would
have no initial purpose.
Featured guest speaker Dr.
Beryl Levinger, Professor and
Program Chair at the Monterey
Institute of International Studies,
echoed Fernandez and the event's
focus, speaking on different
aspects of sustainability including
financial, political, and cultural
sustainability.
Marked as the largest "green"
event for CSUMB, the University
Center was filled with the hustle
and bustle of exhibitors, students

and interested attendees as
talk of climate change solutions
and smells of free vegetarian
food wafted through the room.
Attendees were even advised to"...
consider bringing a cup, plate and
utensils to reduce waste," which
was posted across the event flyer.
Sim Van der Ryn, pioneer green
architect, also spoke at the event,
giving his take on ecological
design. He defined it as any
form of design that minimizes
environmentally
destructive
impacts by integrating itself with
living process. In lamens terms,
Van der Ryn teaches about, as
well as designs and builds homes
that look to eliminate or reduce
environmentally
destructive
building techniques/materials.
Van der Ryn created the
preliminary design, in 1988, for the
New Lodge at the Esalen Institute
in Big Sur, CA.
The last featured speaker, Dr.
Noel Sturgeon is a professor of
Women's Studies and dean of
faculty for Environmental Studies
at York University in Toronto,
Canada. She received her Ph.D
at the University of California,
Santa Cruz. Dr. Sturgeon, who
is an ecofeminist, has over 20
publications. Her publication,

FOCUS THE REGION BROUGHT KNOWLEDGE TO MANY STUDENTS AND MEMBERS OF THE

COMMUNITY TO LEARN HOW EASY AND POWERFUL SUSTAINABILITY CAN BE

"Introducing
Ecofeminist
Theologies," defines ecofeminism
as "one offering that may awaken
our consciousness to the immense
beauty and elegance of all life on
this fragile yet awesome blue
green planet." (pull quote if you
need one)
In
the
same
publication,
Sturgeon goes on to state that
ecofeminism "represents varieties
of theoretical, practical, and

critical efforts to understand and
resist the interrelated dominations
of women and nature."
Overall, the event's purpose was
recepted well, as over 20 exhibitors
and speakers participated in
the event. Currently CSUMB is
continuing and adopting ways to
create a more sustainable campus,
including using solar energy,
reducing the campus carbon
footprint.
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According to the Associated
Students Environmental Affairs
Committee Climate Action Plan
(CAP), the committee hopes to
meet a goal of carbon neutrality
on campus by 2030. CAP seeks
to uphold the University's Vision
Statement by addressing long
term sustainability focusing on
economy, ecology and social
justice."
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February 28 - March 13
2/28
3/01
3/02
BASKETBALL VS. ROCK CLIMBING WOMEN'S
WATER POLO
STANISLAUS
OTTER SPORTSCENTER
5:30 P.M.& 7:30 P.M.

STUDENT CENTER
9:00 A.M.-5:00 P.M.

CSUMB POOL
11:00A.M.- 1:00P.M.

This event coincides with
The Vagina Monologues
2013,
inspired
and
encouraged by VDay

Join Outdoor Recreation
for a day of rock
climbing at Pinnacles
National
Monument.
Registration is $10 and
includes transportation,
all
equipment,
and
instruction.

The CSUMB Women's
Water Polo team plays
in a Conference game
against Cal State San
Bernardino
at
the
Otter Aquatic Center
located at 2nd Street
and Divarty Street. First
Sprint is at 11:00 a.m.

3/04
CAMPUS
CONSERVATION
NATIONALS

3/05
BASCIA SUICIDE
PREVENTION
NETWORK

3/07
3/08
ANTI
AS MOVIE
SLUTWALK
PROCRASTINATION NIGHT: SKYFALL

STUDENT CENTER
0 P.M.-7:00 P.M.
6:0

UC COMMUTER LOUNGE
9:00 A.M.-3:00P.M.

CSUMB LIBRARY
12:30 P.M.- 1:30P.M.

The AS Environmental
Affairs Committee (EAC)
invites you to parcipate
in Campus Conservation
Nationals 2013!

The Network will provide
you with the most recent
information for reducing
suicide and allow you to
connect with resources
and others active in
suicide prevention. Please
join us - Registration is
free!

Do you find yourself
writing papers at the last
minute and cramming for
exams? Many academic
issues stem from a lack of
time management. Learn
tips on how to minimize
your procrastination and
maximize your time!

3/11
EAC SWAP
SHOP

3/12
AS ALL
CANDIDATES
ORIENTATION

3/13

MAIN QUAD
1100A.M.-2:00 P.M.

Bring your gently used
clothes & swap them out
with other students on
campus! Any un-swaped
clothes will be donated.

STUDENT CENTER
EAST LOUNGE
8:00 P.M.-9:00 P.M.
For the AS election,
giving the candidates
information and rules,
and a time for students to
ask questions.

3/06

PLAN

BLACK BOX CABERET
7:45 P.M.-1030 P.M.
Daniel Craig is back as
Ian Fleming's James Bond
007 in Skyfall, the 23rd
adventure in the longestrunning film franchise of
all time. In Skyfall, Bond's
loyalty to M is tested as
her past comes back to
haunt her. As M16 comes
under attack, 007 must
track down and destroy
the threat, no matter how
personal the cost.

MAIN QUAD
12:00 P.M.-6:00 P.M.
This event is to raise
awareness
of
rape
culture, gender equality,
sexual identity, as well
as an outlet for students
to express concerns and
opinions of rape and rape
culture. The event will
include song and dance,
spoken word, and free
speech demonstrations
from students all over
campus.

3/09
BASEBALL VS.
CHICO STATE
BASEBALL FIELD
11:00 A.M.-1:00 P.M.
The CSUMB Baseball
team
plays
in
a
Conference
double
header against Chico
State at the Otter
Baseball Field located
at 2nd Street and
Divarty Street. First
pitch is at 11:00 a.m.

MIXER WITH THE
MAYORS
STUDENTCENTER
WEST LOUNGE
6:00 P.M.-8:00 P.M.
Mayors from the local
cities are invited to
come to California State
University, Monterey Bay
to have an informal meet
and greet with students
and/or faculty who are
interested in getting to
know the representatives
of
the
surrounding
communities.

FOR MORE EVENTS, VISIT THE CSUMB MASTER CALENDAR ONLINE @ WWW.CALENDAR.CSUMB.EDU

GOT AN EVENT? LET US KNOW! OTTER_REALM@CSUMB.EDU
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Making Higher
Education Obtainable

National TRiO Day Celebrates Higher Education for
Disadvantaaed Students

SYSTEMS OF LIFE

with an issue and found workable
solutions in the form of fundraisers,
flash mobs, and informational
seminars.
I firmly believe that every action
we make has a ripple effect on
the world around us. Even natural
forms of imbalance will present
themselves in this ecologically
transforming world. But as human
beings, our impact is much greater.
Being conscious of not only the
Katie Shoneff, Editor-in-Chief
immediate reward of our decisions,
but the long term effects as well,
KSHONEFF@CSUMB.EDU
we have a chance of changing a lot
VOLUNTEERS TABLE PARTICIPATING IN NATIONAL TRIO DAY
Some of us run throught the daily of the problems we are currently
motions of eat, work, sleep, and facing as Americans and creatures
Samantha Gonzales, Staff Reporter
repeat, with little time to recognize of the Earth.
option for him in the future."
SGONZALES@CSUMB.EDU
the larger picture around us. At the
She continued, "In order to
Focus the Region event, Dr. Daniel
bring public awareness about
Fernandez took the time to perform
this disease and educate people
a "simple" task (riding a unicycle)
The Otter Realm is taking the Students and volunteers gave about the benefits of joining the
to convey a much more complex initiative to create discussion back to the local community bone marrow registry, which to be
message of how all systems of life around a topic very important to through National TRIO Day, an simply put is to save a person's life
affect one another.
us: journalism.
event produced by Federal TRIO we decided to have a bone marrow
The event looked to educate
This semester, the Otter Realm programs who look to help low- drive."
attendees
on
the
various will present the first annual Otter income
and
first-generation
In all, the bone marrow drive
systems of sustainability and Realm Excellence in Journalism students earn a college degree.
turned out to be a success with 25
the interconnectivity between Contest. Official date is to be
The purpose of National TRIO people signing up to become bone
them. I believe this chain of announced. ALL majors are invited Day is to celebrate, reflect, and marrow donors.
constant change is one of the to submit their own original work, take action around increased
According to Trina Brajkovich
most important aspects of life published between 2011 and 2013. access to higher education for of the National Marrow Donor
to understand, and students are
There
will
be
reporting, disadvantages students. This year, Program considers the event a
beginning to demonstrate this feature, sports, opinion, news, Cal State Monterey Bay (CSUMB) success with 25 people signing
understanding, as seen in a few cartoon,
photography,
and programs celebrate National TRIO up to become a potential bone
articles in this issue.
design categories, all of which Day by giving back to the local marrow match. Several other
For example, the East Campus are accepting entries from any/all community through service.
people were turned away they had
Housing article on page four is a students currently enrolled at Cal
TRIO programs that participated prior health issues or were outside
controversial topic of change. A State Monterey Bay.
in TRIO Day events were Student the age range.
change of rules was implemeneted
We will be inviting local reporters, Support
Services
(SSS)
and
ETS Coordinator Sam Pacheco
in the housing code, hoping for a journalists, photographers, and Educational Talent Search (ETS).
dubbed the student volunteers
smoother rental process and a try at designers to judge the entries. ETS held a bone marrow drive in as the biggest supporters of the
eliminating tenants living illegally Prizes will be awarded to the Greenfield, CA at the Holy Trinity event. Pacheco commented, "There
in East Campus (not on lease). winners of each category.
Church from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on were over 160 high school student
This cause has spurred a social
We
will
announce
more Saturday, Feb 23. The idea of a bone volunteers from the ETS program."
movement amongst students who information in our next issue, due marrow drive was suggested by
Macias commented on barriers
are fighting back, hoping to secure out March 14. We will also post ETS Outreach Specialist Clementina students in the program are up
their own rental rights.
information on our website, www. Macias, who discovered one of her against stating, "TRIO programs
Have a Heart Fundraiser, One OtterRealm.net.
students at Gonzales High School help students overcome, class,
Billion Rising, and the Suicide
Hungry for more? The Otter had recently been diagnosed with social, cultural, and academic
Prevention seminar are also ways Realm is being broadcast LIVE Leukemia during the fall.
barriers to succeed in higher
this issue emulates the chain of on the Otter Media Channel, onMacias shared the student's education. Many students come
constant change/affect. Each event campus cable channel 71, on current condition, "Our student to TRIO from neighborhoods filled
works for student betterment, Thursdays from 6:00 p.m. to 7:0C currently is undergoing extensive with violence, discouragement,
empowerment, and stability in p.m. You can listen to Otter Realm chemotherapy and is not yet a negativity, and hopelessness. TRIO
financial, mental, and physical Live! via live online stream at candidate for a bone marrow students are the ones who do not
aspects of life. They all began media.csumb.edu.
transplant, but that may still be an shy away from giving back to their

PHOTOS PROVIDED BY
SAMANTHA GONZALES

communities, and they are one of
the most hardest working groups
of students.”
Other major support come from
CSUMB's Kappa Delta Chi sorority.
"Kappy Delta Chi raised $475
dollars for the family of our
Gonzales high school student," said
Pacheco. In addition to the bone
marrow drive, volunteers were
asked to bring bake goods and
offer them to visitors with hope of
a donation in return. The bake sale
raised $246.12.
ETS would like to give special
thanks to Joan Weiner of University
advancement on her effort to
contact the the press to get the
message out about the bone
marrow drive.
In an effort to give back to the
community in need, SSS held a
National Trio Day Toiletry Drive. The
toiletry drive was in search of items
such as toothbrushes, toothpaste,
hair care products, showering
products, hygiene items, tissues,
toilet paper and lotion.
SSS designated six drop off
locations around campus which
included Student Center, Alumni
Center, Health Center, Peets Coffee,
dining commons and Student
Services building.
All items donated will go to the
benefitting organization, Dorothy's
Place. Drop off locations were open
Feb 8 and closed Feb 22, allowing
volunteers to donate items on the
"Trio Day,"the last Saturday in Feb.
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A House is Not a Home
CSUMB Presents Changing Policies to Ire ofSome
The problem with housing
students has become a burden
for Erickson. And with Reservation
Days in the not too distant past,
It started as a rumor, but as time housing students will only get
went by, Cal State Monterey Bay's more complex.
"Before the Fall 2012 semester,
(CSUMB) changing East Campus
policies was shortly becoming a we had 500 students on the
reality. So far, it has resulted in four waitlist for housing. It's not a great
town hall meetings at the Saratoga conversation when students and
Center in East Campus in which their parents are asking where they
students brought their concerns to are going to live," she said.
And now for the Fall 2013
officials from Alliance and Director
of Student Housing and Residential semester, CSUMB is expecting
Life Chip Thomas, members of about 700 incoming students.
In addition, this could be a way
Alliance, and Dean of Students
to crack down on those who are
Christine Erickson.
Part of the plan CSUMB has for living in East Campus and are not
the changing East Campus policy on the lease.
"About one-third of the units
is to make all units a partial license.
unauthorized
student
This will result in students being have
Erickson
said.
assigned to an apartment - at the inhabitants,"
max of three. Two students will However, she was unable to discuss
occupy the master bedroom, and the matter further since these
students have been placed under
one in the smaller single room.
"We need to look at the future. judiciary affairs, which means the
The UC and CSU system are not rich. situation is confidential.
Many
students
are
upset
We have to create opportunities
that best serve the students," of having to share the master
Thomas said at the Feb. 13 Town bedroom since it is such a small
area - although Thomas said
Hall meeting.
The university sees the policy the master bedroom is nearly
change as a way to mitigate the the proper square-footage to be
problem of housing the burgeoning considered a double room. At the
town hall meetings, students were
student body increase.
"CSUMB used to be a second or concerned by this move by the
third choice school," Erickson said. university to "turn the East Campus
apartments into dorms."
"Now we're a first choice school."
Henry Houston, Staff Reporter

HH0UST0N@CSUM8.EDU

CHIP THOMAS HANDS THE MICROPHONE TO A CONCERNED STUDENT

But CSUMB is hoping this will
keep students from living in rooms
not "zoned as a bedroom" because
of "the hazards of blocking the exit
in case of an emergency."
There has been some resistance
to this policy, though. The student
group Tenant Takeover has been
passing flyers around CSUMB,
questioning many of the claims
that have been said by Thomas and
Erickson. The group is configured
of East Campus students, Greek
Life, and athletes of CSUMB.
Tenant Takeover is planning

TOWARDS THE END OF THE FINAL TOWN HALL MEETING ON THE CHANGING POLICIES, STUDENTS
BEGAN ASKING MANY QUESTIONS

on challenging the university's
statistics by going door-to-door to
collect their own data.
Jose Gutierrez, Senior, Global
Studies, a member of the group,
said they interviewed about 96
units in Frederick Park 2. Many
of the students, he said, feel like
they are being pushed out by
CSUMB administration. He added
the administration is not basing
their claims on facts but instead on
assumptions to further the policy
change.
Because of the rate increase,
which most of the students
interviewed were upset about,
many students are considering
moving out off campus. City of
Marina 2009 statistics show a
two-bedroom apartment is about
$1,069 a month, a figure many
students would rather pay than the
increase of rent for those moving
away from whole licenses.
It was at the Feb. 26 Town Hall
meeting where the university
unveiled the new rates to current
East Campus residents. There were
mixed feelings about the new rates
from the students who attended
the meeting since many were upset
by the price as they had become
accustomed to the price of the
whole license.
Erickson and Thomas told
the students who attended the
meeting of the savings they would
be facing compared to this year's

PHOTOS PROVIDED BY
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partial rates: a single bedroom rate
is $675, a saving of $75; and $525 to
share the master bedroom, cutting
off $25. The numbers reflect partial
licenses and not whole licenses:
$1,210 and split among those on
the lease.
Graduate students are also going
to have their own options: a super
single, where a student occupies
the master bedroom, for $800; and
$675 for the single bedroom.
For family units, they will have
to pay $1,210 a month. However,
because family units are exclusive
for only families and married
students, it has left some students
wondering what to do.
Tyler Gidney, Junior, HCOM, is
one of these students.
"I currently split the $1,210 rent
with a married couple," Gidney said.
"The couple is now going to have to
pay for the rent themselves, and I'm
going to have to find somewhere
else to live."
Another student said she needed
the help of her roommate to help
in taking care of her daughter since
the policy change would prohibit
her roommate to share the partial
license.
However, Erickson said the
administration could allow some
exceptions to the policy.
"The process is not supposed to
create hardship," Erickson told the
student. "We will and intend to be
flexible."
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Where do you see yourself?
CSUMB Students Around the World!
Summer Programs
Available!

•Argentina •Ireland •Japan
•Germany •South Africa

Fees vary. AU CSUMB Students Qualify
Summer Programs Information Session:
February 27th, 12:00pm-1:30pm
For more information: international@csumb.edu

Otter Realm
LIVE

THURSDAYS
6-6:30 P.M.

Watch Otter Realm LIVE on Otter Media online at tat.csumb.edu/ottermedia or via CSUMB TV Ch.71

Read us online at

OTTERREALM.NET

NEWS

Designed By: Cassandra Lim

www.otterrealm.net | Februrary 28,2013| Otter Realm | 7

Student Fundraiser Sets New Record
Have a Heart Celebrates 14 Years of Giving
Cassandra Lim, Staff Reporter
CLIM@CSUMB.EDU

not be here today.
Dr. Patti Hiramoto, Vice President
The familiar lobby of the University
Center
was
transformed
as for University Advancement spoke
attendees of the annual Have a on this relationship and pointed
Heart Fundraiser arrived in suits out the significance of Have a
and cocktail dresses, perusing Heart connecting the community
the silent auction items displayed with CSUMB through alumni and
community member sponsorship.
throughout the three front rooms.
The other important element
Student
volunteers
served
appetizers as guests enjoyed wine of this relationship is the fact that
provided by the event's premier the wait staff and attendants for
wine donor, Estancia Estates the event consisted entirely of
Winery, as well as other selections, volunteers. The servers at the
and placed their bids on the event, from first timers to veteran
volunteers
of
many
items
We want CSUMB to
Have a Heart,
donated
both
from
student
by
individuals
be a beacon of light
athletes
to
and
by
attracting brilliant
Area
Council
businesses and
students
members,
all
organizations.
expressed desire
Among
the many categories of items to show their appreciation to the
were travel and hotel packages, guests at the event.
When asked why they chose
accessories and home decor, signed
memorabilia, and entertainment. to give their time, many of the
One notable attendee was our servers responded that they felt it
own Cal State Monterey Bay was important to show the donor
(CSUMB) mascot Monte Rey, community exactly who they are
who made an appearance to the giving their money to and why.
delight of alumni and donors. Students also responded that they
The importance of this event is wished to show their commitment
to support CSUMB students who and values, that young people care
without community help, would and are not all apathetic.

This point was demonstrated
no more clearly as later in the
dining room, three scholarship
recipients and students recognized
for their scholastic excellence and
leadership, addressed the audience
with
moving
and
heartfelt
speeches. The last speech earning a
standing ovation.
Speeches were also given by
President Eduardo Ochoa and
by event organizers, thanking
the volunteers, sponsors and
community over the course of
the dinner. This was also where
the final festivities of the evening
occurred, as an authentic fast
talking auctioneer in a black suit
and black cowboy hat presided
over the live auction, where
attendees outbid one another for
such prizes as exclusive dining
event, golf getaways, wine tours,
and lecture series from the Panetta
Institute.
Just as dessert was about to be
served, the dining room erupted
in thunderous applause as the
moving tally broke past $200,000,
setting an all-time new record for
the 15th Have a Heart Dinner &
Auction.

COOL

cool

breezes.

CLASSES.

ATTENDEES BID ON LIVE AUCTION ITEMS

STUDENT VOLUNTEERS GREET GUESTS AS THEY ARRIVE

CAL STATE MONTEREY BAY
Extraordinary Opportunity

csumb.edu

ATTENDEES ENJOY SPEECHES AND ENTERTAINMENT
OVER A FOUR COURSE MEAL

PHOTOS PROVIDED BY
CASSANDRA LIM
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Tech Rent

Sony HP Camcorder w/ built In projector

N
E
High Tech @ Low Rent W
MONDAY-THURSDAY 9-4pm

Spring 2013
PHONE: (831) 582-5107
E-MAIL: Otter.TechRent@gmail.com
WEBSITE: csumb.edu/techrent

summer 2013
at csu monterey bay

Now Located at the IT Help Desk
In the Tanimura & Antle Library

SAVE
THE
DATES!

JUNE 3 &

JULY 1
2013

Take a summer class and get ahead!
Credit classes offered in various subjects.
Classes offered Live and online]

unique classes such as marine mammals,
techniques and theories of animal training,
marine science Illustration, field sketching
techniques and much morel
Mark your calendar.
Classes begin June 3 & July 1

view course details, fees and
registration instructions, go to

csumb.edu/extended

California State University, Monterey Bay

Extended Ed& International Programs

NEWS
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A Shining
Star Amongst
Research and study
Men ofthe skies abounds
at CSUMB front door
Emily Wells, Staff Reporter

EWELLS@CSUMB.EDU

Meteorites exploding over Russia,
asteroids skimming by the Earth, all
of this is going on while Cal State
Monterey Bay (CSUMB) students
grab lunch or take notes in class.
Lucky for us, there are people like
Dr. Bruce Weaver, an astrophysicist
and president of the Monterey
Institute for Research in Astronomy
(MIRA). He and his team of six
astronomers and 10 seasonal
interns constantly watching the
skies to discern what stars are made
of, how they exist, and in what way
they relate to us here on Earth.
When Dr. Bruce Weaver was
asked about his initial interest in
astrophysics, he stated, "I thought
the night sky was very pretty."
Decades later, education, research

and life experience has brought this
astronomer to CSUMB property,
though MIRA was established here
long before the university.
MIRA is complete with a
classroom for students to learn
about the galaxies, a student
telescope that is quite a sight to see,
a library, reading room, and even a
metal workshop. The workshop is
put to use as the location where
Dr. Bruce Weaver and his team of
researchers design and build all of
their own equipment.
The main observatory is located
away from CSUMB property. When
asked why he chose to start a
facility for astronomy in this area
Weaver explained, "There are three
main reasons why this is one of
the choice areas in the Northern
Hemisphere. The first is a lack of
light pollution, suitable cloud cover

ABOVE IS A PHOTO OF THE BUILDING THAT HOLDS THE MIRA STUDENT TELESCOPE.

due to elevation, and laminar air
flow."
In other words, the Monterey
area is located far enough away
from the large cities, making it
dark enough to see the night sky.
The fog finds it’s place in blocking
out any light that does exist, as
the observatory is elevated and is
usually above the fog line.
As a result of these variables, the
MIRA research team has been able
to accurately photograph and study
nebulas that other research groups

located in Southern California have
struggled with.
MIRA astronomers were also
a part of the Wide-Field Infrared
Survey Explorer (WISE) science
team.This excursion was funded by
NASA, launched in 2009 and was
actively imaging the universe up
until last year when it was turned
off.
Dr. Bruce Weaver summed up a
portion of what he does at MIRA
in the Summer 2009 issue of the
MIRA Newsletter stating, "I've been

PHOTO PROVIDED BY
EMILY WELLS

intimately involved in the design
and building of the telescope and
instruments, the hardware and
software details of the computer,
have
designed
and
written
programs to take in data from the
instruments, reduce and analyze
them, and deduce new results
previously unknown to anyone.”
If there is ever a question as to
what is happening in the space
around the Earth, rest easy that
intelligent minds at MIRA are on
the case.

Hope For U.S. Education System
Future of Higher Education
Initiative teleconference
Chris Ramirez, Staff Reporter

CRAMIREZ@CSUMB.EDU

As new generations of Americans
seek higher education, a question
remains: How it will be funded,
how it will be sustainable for
students and for the nation?
With the intention of finding
"alternatives to the 'new normal' of
skyrocketing tuition and staggering
student debt," a team of educators
and
students
launched
the
Campaign for the Future of Higher
Education. This is a nationwide
faculty discussion of new ideas to
solve the funding crisis in America's
public higher education systems.
Thousands of students and
graduates are currently in debt from
student loans. Students struggle

between jobs and graduation, as
money continues to be the root of
stress. According to Bob Samuels,
faculty at University of CaliforniaSan Diego "all higher education
can be free!" As Bob Samuels
explained in his article, "Making
All Public Higher Education Free,"
there are currently too many tax
breaks and aid for upper-class
individuals. "There needs to be a
federal solution to this problem,"
Samuels said in a nation-wide
teleconference in which the Otter
Realm participated.
Samuels considers that state
and federal governments have
relied too much on tax breaks
because they are easier to pass
rather than getting funding for a

specific program. His plan states
that if education were free it would
eliminate defaults on student
loans, which will translate in saving
billions of dollars for the federal
government.
"It would cost 128 billion dollars
to make it all free," Samuels said.
"We need to use federal leverage
to reduce cost at universities."
Another approach to funding
higher education was proposed
by Stanton Glantz a professor at
UC San Francisco. His approach
focused on an income tax
surcharge of $48 which will cut
UC tuition to $8,000, CSU tuition
to $4,100, and CC tuition to $600.
Two thirds of individuals would pay
under $100 and millionaires would
be required to pay more.
"The point we are making is
that this problem can be solved.
Not only social problems need to
be solved," Glantz said. "The public

cares about higher education and
go hopelessly into debt to try and
get it."
Rudy Fichtenbaum an economics
professor at Wright State University
in Ohio suggests that our
government has the funding for
higher education and that they just
need to tap into that source.
"This is wrong we can afford
to provide access to high quality
higher education," Fichtenbaum
said. "Time for Wall Street to give
back and make higher education
more affordable for the American
family."
Ficthenbaum states that Wall
Street has the necessary funds
to lower the cost of a college, but
is holding these funds back from
education.
The point these three professors
are trying to make is that our
education is in dire need of support.
Regarding the passion needed

towards fixing this problem, n said,
Get the imaginations of the faculty
themselves going, then take the
next step."
The teleconference to discuss
possible solutions for the crisis
of the educational took place
on February 12th, on President
Lincoln's birthday, in honor of his
signing the 1862 Morrill Act which
launched America's road to higher
education beginning with Land
Grant Colleges. "Hard to imagine
there was a worse time to start this
[initiative] in mid of civil war," said
Alice Sunshine, Communications
Director for California Faculty
Association. "People at that time
understood the necessity and
importance of this: get a grasp
again on the imagination and
courage that takes to pursue
higher education.

10 | Otter Realm | February 28,2013 | www.otterrealm.net

NEWS

Designed By: Adam Napoletano

This Article is a Global Journalism Exchange between the OtterRealm and Universitas

Students
Who Sell
Some Students in Norway Make
Money for School in Another Way
Thea Storoy Elnan,
Reporter with Universitas
THEASEL@UNIVERSITAS.NO

A girl student walks quickly
towards the front doors of Georg
Morgenstiernes' house at Blindern.
She has been in lecture and is late
for an interview with Universitas.
She is simply a normal student at
the University of Oslo (UiO), but
with a slightly unusual part-time
job.
"The accurate term for my
business is the escort service,
a service that involves dating
experiences with men who are
in need of emotional stimuli,"
Miss X said, who wants to remain
anonymous because she did not
want to reveal herself to friends
and family.
She responds thoughtfully and
quickly to all questions. As with
the other students who have parttime jobs, Miss X needs her job to
finance her studies. She said she
can easily earn 10,000 Norwegian
Kroner [about $1,754] in 2-3 hours
and now she will not have to take
out student loans.
"This is a popular service, and
I have many customers. It's not
always just about raw sex. Most
men who buy services from me,
are looking for emotional intimacy,
or a person to share pleasant

WHAT IS “TOO FAR" WHEN IT COMES TO PAYING FOR YOUR EDUCATION?

realescort.eu, where she was
promoting herself and her services.
The ad informs about prices, what
experiences," explains Ms. X.
services she offers and contact
She meets the men she thinks information, as well as some photos
she can get along with. They meet where your face is not shown. On
for dinner at restaurants with the phone she talks with bright and
white-clad tables and dim lighting clear voice.
or on short trips as a "partner" to
I decided to do this on the basis
make the trip more exotic for the of various influences from where
customer.
I grew up, and it's not something
"The men offer an idyllic that hurt me.
intimacy and emotional closeness
The Norwegian environment for
they feel they lack elsewhere in prostitution is anonymous, making
everyday life," Ms. X said. "I like my it difficult to estimate the number
job and find it rewarding. I've never of Norwegian students who are
been afraid."
sex workers. May-Len Skilbrei,
Today you can find several researcher at FAFO thinks you can
anonymous blogs online about count on that students make up a
students living double life as small proportion of the prostitute
a prostitute. One of these is a industry.
22-year-old girl student who tells
"But it is difficult to determine
intimate and detailed stories about the number of prostitutes," she
what it's like to be a prostitute. She said.
does this because the grant from
Many areas of prostitution in
the State Education is inadequate.
Norway are hidden. So it is difficult
Another is 19-year-old "Julia," to estimate the number of women,
adding she works as a prostitute in and especially men, who are doing
order to save up money for her to this. The easiest way is to count
apply for admission.
those who stand in the street and
I can earn 15,000 Norwegian number as ads online. We observed
Kroner [about $2,631] in one 2,500-3,000 people. This estimate
night, so you could say that the hit well female sex workers, but we
hourly wage is good, "Julia" said by do not know how many men work
telephone Universitas.
as a prostitute, Skilbrei said, who
"Julia" has even posted ad on has worked extensively with issues

related to trafficking, prostitution
and migration of women.
Skilbrei added the census has
given the impression that most
people who prostitute themselves
are in the mid 20s.
In 2011 there were 7,431
individual ads online and 850
individuals in the streets of Oslo,
according Percent IC Annual
Report for 2011.
But Skilbrei stressed that very
few in this group are students.
She gets support from Bjorg Norli,
head of Prosentret, which is Oslo's
support service for women and
men in prostitution.
"This case of students who sell
sex for their studies, is coming up
regularly. But there is no basis to
say that this is a big problem," Norli
said. "Because sex work is strongly
condemned in our society, very
few people choose this as a source
of income to your studies. At least
as long as there are plenty of other
options."
Miss X has even helped to resume
new discussion about legalization
in connection with an article in
Aftenposten she wrote with Ole
Martin Moen and former student
at the University Parliament,
Aksel Braanen Sterri. She believes
most people are unaware of what
prostitution really means.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY
HELLE GANNESTAD

"It's an idiotic misconception that
people are forced into prostitution.
It's just something you imagine
because you do not think that
anyone can like a prostitute. I enjoy
my job and do it because I care," Ms.
X said.
Bjorg Norli from Pro center is of a
different opinion.
"A prostitute is the most abused
woman in our society, even if life is
not characterized by violence. Most
of prostitution would have chosen
another way to earn a living if they
had the opportunity," Norli said.
Norli think it's good that Ms. X
takes up the theme as she does to
present a more nuanced picture of
prostitution.
For many it is impossible to
accept that anyone actively choose
to go into prostitution. Some
politicians have made a sacrifice
image around being a sex worker.
Thus Miss X an important picture
that people sell sex for different
reasons, says Norli.
In the meeting room at Georg
Morgenstiernes
house
rentals
Miss X packs her things. She shows
Universitas her ad sites on the
Internet while she puts on her coat.
She encourages you to take a look
inside the pages to get an idea of
how this works.
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Make Life CSUMBhas

WORTH RISEN
LIVING
One Billion Rising event gets
students rising, striking, and
dancing!

Suicide Prevention Seminar in
Identifying and Aiding Mental
Health Issues
Emily Wells, Staff Reporter

EWELLS@CSUMB.EDU

A stereotypical college kid is
partying with friends, watching
games and finding time in between
to get an education. However, that
is not the case for every college
experience. Mental illness is
becoming just as common as the
next house party, with depression
as the number one mental health
issue
college
students
face
nationwide.
According to the American
Foundation for Suicide Prevention,
in 2010, 3,913 people took their
own lives in the state of California
alone.
Gary Rodriguez is a health
promotion
and
prevention
specialist at the Cal State Monterey
Bay Campus Health Center (CHC).
Rodriguez has been actively
involved in suicide prevention
efforts since 1995. He is asssting
in organizing the first seminar
at California State Monterey Bay
(CSUMB), along with The Bay Area
Suicide and Crisis Intervention
Alliance of the California Suicide
Prevention Network.
The seminar will play host to
mental health professionals who
will educate students, faculty,
and staff on being more aware of
suicidal factors and when/how to
act.
According
to
Rodriguez,
"The meeting will help identify
where we can come together to
enhance suicide prevention in
our area." Students and faculty are
encouraged to attend the seminar,
as they are likely to be in contact
with a suicidal individual before a
counselor is notified. This point is

Cierra Bailey, Staff Reporter

CIBAILEY@CSUMB.EDU

On the national day of love, warm
rays of sun beamed over the main
quad of Cal State Monterey Bay
(CSUMB) as arms waved, feet
stomped, and hands clapped in
celebratory dance.
brought to light by Alyssa Malfatti,
One Billion Rising at CSUMB was
HCOM, Junior, who commented organized by the club Empower
on the suicide of a family friend. and the CSUMB cast of Vagina
Malfatti explained, "He seemed as Monologues. The event was an
if he was happy where he was and extension of a global movement
would do anything for his family, inspired by the writer of Vagina
so the hardest part was wondering Monologues, Eve Ensler. The title
why he did it and what made him "One Billion Rising" is rooted in the
do it."
statistic that approximately one
Like Malfatti, many students on billion women on the planet will be
campus have experienced a loved raped or beaten in their lifetime.
one committing suicide, or may
A flash mob style dance was
personally struggle with suicidal choreographed by famed dancer
tendencies. The seminar will have and choreographer, Debbie Allen,
discussion groups that focus on to the song "Break the Chain" by
college students, the problems Tena Clark. The choreography
they face and how they can learn was posted on YouTube and
to help those battling with mental other social media so participants
illness.
around the world could learn the
In addition to the seminar, the routine and perform it at every One
Personal Growth and Counseling Billion Rising event to promote
Center (PGCC) focuses on assisting unity. Students, staff, and faculty
the development of mental health of CSUMB wore red and black attire
in students. By doing so, these and kicked off the action with the
students are able to achieve
dance. The crowd of spectators
higher academically and feel more surrounding the group expanded
comfortable in social settings. The with every motion.
PGCC accomplishes this through
Directly following the flash mob
one-on-one counseling, group performance, members from the
counseling, and workshops to cast of Vagina Monologues read
assist students in balancing life's two pieces written by Eve Ensler
stressors.
specifically for the event.The pieces
As mental health is an issue were titled "One Billion Rising" and
many students face, Malfatti "Over It." After the readings, the
continued,"I think when people platform was opened for anyone in
have a better understanding of the crowd to speak out, encourage,
how to help others, there would or give testimonials. Both men and
be fewer suicides. Sometimes that women chose to express feelings;
person just needs someone to talk some revealed intimate details of
to."
assault that had never been shared
The seminar is free to attend before.
and will be held March 5 from 9:00
"We are saying no more; we
a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the University are rising, striking, and dancing
Center.
until the message is clear. The

THE TITLE “ONE BILLION RISING" IS ROOTED IN THE STATISTIC

PHOTOS PROVIDED BY

THAT APPROXIMATELY ONE BILLION WOMEN ON THE PLANET

CRYSTAL MARIE LOPEZ

WILL BE RAPED OR BEATEN IN THEIR LIFETIME.

violence needs to stop and rape
is not okay," said sophomore and
Psychology major, Jessica Franklin,
who was the head coordinator
for One Billion Rising at CSUMB.
Music major, Stevie Rae Stevens,
performed a heartfelt song called
"We Will Be." She was inspired by
the Vagina Monologues in 2012
when she wrote the song.
Tears streamed below the lenses
of her sunglasses as she sang,
"You will be safe one day you will
never have to run again, you will
be loved one day. The way you
know you should. You will be you
will be a light in this world we're
in. you will be a reason to fight for
an end." The event came to a close
after the emotional performance
as the crowd raised one index
finger in the air in solidarity before
dispersing.
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Take Me Out To the Ballgame
CSUMB Baseball Program on the Rise
Henry Munoz, Staff Reporter

HMUNOZ®CSUMB.EDU

Head baseball coach Walt White
first step foot on the Cal State
Monterey Bay baseball field in
2010, with a vision and a plan for
his team. Coming from a winning
program, White was determined to
turn the Otters into a conference
contender, and managed to do just
that, as he and his coaching staff
enter their third year on the job.
The
program
has
high
expectations for the current
season, and reasonably so.
Last season's team set a school
record in a single season with 26
wins. Nineteen of those 26 wins
came in conference play. It was
also the program's first winning
season, ever. This year is a chance
to take another step in the right
direction.
While the season is still young,
the Otters have had a great start
by winning eight of their first 11

games. By comparison, they won
eight games during the entire '09'10 season before White's arrival.
A big part of the team's recent
turnaround is attributed to a
change in the program's culture.
"Changing the culture, changing
the attitude and the personality of
our team were all things that we
really looked for," explained White.
"I think just giving people some
support and believing in your
team, all those things were really
important to me coming in."
This year's team saw the men
focusing on group effort, with the
entire team contributing to the
collective success of the team. "The
team chemistry plays a huge role
in our success," said pitcher Jacob
Crose, KIN/Education, Senior. Crose
continued, "We have a group of
guys who are all pulling for each
other to do well."
According to Coach White, one
reason for the quick turnaround
is the players believing in White's
overall vision and the players
wanting to be responsible for
the program's overall
transformation.
"Witnessing
a team go
8-42 and

THE CSUMB BASEBALL TEAM SEEMS TO HAVE A BRIGHT FUTURE FOR THEIR UPCOMING SEAOSN
VICTOR RASOR-THOMPSON (ABOVE), BRIAN HAGGET (LEFT)

redshirting freshman year, to being
on a team that started off the year
sweeping Point Loma Nazarene
and winning our first league
series is a dramatic change,"
said pitcher Jeff Owen, BUS,
Sophomore. Although still
redshirting, Owen is one of
the original players before
Coach White's arrival in 2010.
While the program has
turned around, so has
the local fan base. With
an improving game day
environment, the players and
coaches have felt the increase
in support. "If you come out to
some of our games, you start
seeing more people wearing
our baseball stuff,"White said.
One area the team would like
to see continued improvement is
with student body support and

attendance of home games. "It
would be nice to get more support
from the students out there," stated
assistant coach Anthony Espitia.
He continued, "I know we're not in
a gym and it could be windy, the
weather is not always the prettiest,
but we'll put on a good show. It's
good for the school and its also
good for the players because it
does help when there's people out
there to provide some fuel."
With such a young season
unfolding, there are plenty of
opportunities to catch a game
this spring semester. Games are
typically held on Fridays, Saturdays,
and Sundays at the Otter Sports
Complex.
Free
admission
for students with a CSUMB
identification card.
An early March matchup with
the Chico State Wildcats might be

PHOTOS PROVIDED BY
CSUMB ATHLETICS

one of the biggest series the Otters
play this season. Chico State is also
off to a hot start, winning their first
eight games, making for a tough
test for both teams.
The Otters are also going to
be hosting the top four teams in
the conference on campus this
semester, and Coach White and
Espitia hope for continued support
from students and faculty in hopes
of boosting the teams' moral and
perserverance.
While the program turn around
has begun, the coachesand players
still focus on the little things. "I'm
proud of the program, I'm proud of
our guys, I'm proud of the school,"
White said, "I am real appreciative
of our administration here; they
give me the opportunity to do my
job."
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A-Day-In-The-Life
Collegiate Soccer Player Talks about Sports,

Balancing and Trying to Graduate on Time
Alyssa Malfatti, Staff Reporter

AMALFATTI@CSUMB.EDU

In the hustle and bustle of Peets
Coffee Shop, Sherene Thompson
finds a quiet, empty table in the
corner to sit down and read for
fun. Thompson's quirky personality
came to life immediately after
talking to her. In between soccer,
working, and getting her degree
in Kinesiology, Thompson still has
a sense of humor and a smile on
her face.
Thompson has played soccer
for fourteen years, and currently
is in her third year playing at Cal
State Monterey Bay (CSUMB). While
going through normal high school
drama, Thompson had to deal with
soccer as a top priority; making her
almost quit: twice.
According to Thompson, the first
time she almost quit was due to
her coach not appreciating all she
had to offer the team. The second
time she felt as if she was wasting
her time and the money could be
used towards her brothers. In the
end, knowing she loved the sport
and aware her chances at college
were better because of soccer, she
changed her mind.
In high school, Thompson
learned quickly the strategy of
pulling all nighters and late nights.
"My grades have never been
an issue, I've always been self
motivated, and I had to discover
time management. My parents
know how dedicated I am."
Those late night study sessions
helped earn Thompson a 4.0 Grade
Point Average this past semester;
however she did have her struggles
going into college.
Otter Realm: What was the
biggest change going into college?
Thompson: I had to learn
how much I can do in two hours.
Whether that was getting in a quick
nap, study hall or getting a bite to
eat as I'm running to class sweating
and really wishing I had taken
a shower. The mandatory study
hall helped me get my homework
done because I knew I had that
designated time to do it. I don't
necessarily get my work done early,
but definitely on time.
Otter Realm: How does
traveling affect your study time
and your weekend as a whole?
Thompson: I would be carrying
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Women's Basketball
Team Looks to Finish
Home Playoff Game Set
Strong for March 5
Henry Munoz, Staff Reporter

HMUNOZ@CSUMB.EDU

SHERENE

THOMPSON

PHOTOS PROVIDED BY
CSUMB ATHLETICS

three backpacks; my school one,
soccer one, and my suitcase full of
extra clothes, hunched over all the
way to the bus! I had to make room
for the snacks; those were the best
part of the bus ride. I would only do
my homework on the ride home.
Otherwise I would try to squeeze
time in between practice, games,
team dinner and going to bed.
Traveling or not, I am constantly
going-going-going.
Otter Realm: How do you
balance the demands of soccer
while excelling in the classroom?
Thompson: school has never
been an issue; it has always come
easy to me. I know I have to get
an education, which comes first.
Getting my degree is the best thing
I can do for myself. My mentality
is, if I do my studying right the
first time I don't have to spend
four more hours trying to figure
it out. Soccer is different because
I am pushing through physical
pain rather than a mental block of
'I don't know'. There is definitely
the struggle of mind over matter.
Balance is an ongoing process
of compromising with coaches,
professors and bosses, but through
everything I am happy how things
have turned out.
Otter Realm: What would be
your best advice for an incoming
athlete?
Thompson: Learn how to take
a nap! Time management is key.
There are going to be days where
you think you can't handle it, and
you just have to take a step back
and reprioritize your life, and fit the
pieces of the puzzle where they
belong.

As the women's basketball regular
season comes to a close, the
Lady Otters find themselves in
familiar territory: preparing for a
postseason push.
This has been the norm
during the tenure of head coach
Renee Jimenez, who has already
established a culture and style
of play for her program. Through
21 games and a 17-4 record (14-4
conference record), the team sits
just one game out of first place.
One of the strengths of the team

has been its resiliency. "This team
is still getting better. They have a
really great resiliency in terms of
finding ways to win. They've been
down in games, and that's kind
of due to our youth, but I think
our veterans are what has kind of
paved the way for us," said Jimenez.
"I think the biggest thing about
them is our leadership and that
never-give-up attitude. And they're
getting tougher"
Playing in front of their home
crowd has also been an advantage
for the team, and they hope to use
that advantage when they host a
home playoff game on March 5.
"Our students have been great,"

Coach Jimenez said. "We've been
really fortunate to win some close
games because of our students.
They're a big part of what and who
we are; they make this one of the
best home court advantages in
the conference. We're just trying
to be a team here that gives them
something to be proud about."
There still are a few home games
left the regular season, giving
students the opportunity to watch
this championship caliber team
in person before the playoffs. Two
home games remain, against Cal
State Stanislaus on Feb 28, and
against Chico State on March 1.
Both games begin at 5:30 p.m.

Otter Stats And Standings
A Look at How CSUMB Athletes and Teams Are
Fairing in Competition
CCAA Standings
Men's Basketball
Cal Poly Pomona
18-2

Player stats below are for top five players on the team by minutes played.

Player

PPG

FG%

Ast/G

Rebounds

Alex Fertig

13.5

.437

1.7

100, 3.7rpg

Brandon Ward

13.2

.427

2.2

82,3.0rpg

Kevin Loustale

8.7

.583

0.7

175,6.5rpg

Derrick Anderson 6.5

.392

1.0

123,4.7rpg

Kris Gallop

.558

0.6

171,6.3rpg

6.3

Women's Basketball
Player stats below are for top five players on the team by minutes played.

FG%

Ast/G

Rebounds

Brittani Jefferson 10.8

.465

0.4

175, 7.6 rpg

Stefanie Corgel 8.3

.321

2.0

65, 2.8 rpg

6.4

.323

2.9

63,2.7 rpg

.438

2.7

78,3.4 rpg

.413

1.0

128,5.6 rpg

Player

Nikki Beckman
Jessica Fontenet e

PPG

6.5

Holly Holcomb 5.7

Cal State San Bernardino 14-6
San Francisco State
13-7
Cal State L.A.
12-8
Chico State
12-8
Cal State Dominguez Hillsl 1-9
UC San Diego
Sonoma State
Humboldt State
Cal State Stanislaus
CaI State East Bay
Cal State Monterey Bay

9-11
8-12
7-13
6-14
6-14
4-16

CCAA Standings
Chico State
UC San Diego
Cal State Monterey Bay
Cal State East Bay
Cal State L.A.
Cal Poly Pomona

16-4
16-4
14-6
13-7
12-8
11-9

Cal State San Bernardino 9-11
San Francisco State
8-12
Sonoma State
7-13
Cal State Dominguez Hills 6-13
Humboldt State
6-14
Cal State Stanisalus
1 -18
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Students Venture Outdoors
Outdoor Adventure Club Provides Numerous Recreational Opportunites For Students
Rachel St. James, Reporter

RSTJAMES@CSUMB.EDU

Travelers have journied thousands
of miles through Middle Earth in
search of friends, while battling
mass amounts of enemies: swords
clashing, axes smashing, and
Orlando Bloom's hair dancing
beautifully in the wind.
Alright, the Outdoor Adventure
Club (OAC) is not necessarily
like Lord of The Rings, but they
still do a lot of exciting outdoor
activities. The club is open to any
and every student, and they try to
accommodate to every experience
level in regards to their outdoor
activities. Even if you cannot scale
the side of a mountain, the group
is willing to help with Tarzan tree
climbing skills.
OAC makes their way out to
Sanctuary Rock Gym, an indoor
rock climbing gym in Sand City, at
least once a week. The club also

invests a large amount of time
dabbling in other outdoor activities
including mountain biking, hiking,
mountain climbing, and surfing.
Weekly hikes will be starting
soon, and the club holds meetings
every Wednesday at 6p.m. in the
Student Center to discuss their
weekly/monthly outdoor plans.
The club is a close-knit group, but
wants to see new faces within the
club.
Mike Hardt, KIN, and president
of OAC, stated, "You really become
close friends. When you're out on
a three day backpacking trip and
taking care of each other, and not
showering, you get to know one
another pretty well."
They are also very aware and
caring towards the environment
that they so often play in. Making
sure to split into smaller groups
cutting down wear and tear on the
trails, and cleaning their camping
sites.
Theclubhastwoofficialovernight

trips planned this semester. There
will be a backpacking expedition in
the Ventana Wilderness in Big Sur
March 8-10, and a rock climbing
trip at Pinnacles National Park April
5.
Justin Ebrahemi, an active
participant in the club stated,
"What's awesome about our long
distance trips is we've noticed that
we tend to spend less money than
we would staying in the area. The
official trips are mostly funded by
the school. They usually don't cost
more than $20 per student."
The official trips are open to
anyone, and the club values the
safety of the participants, so they
encourage keeping the group size
for overnight trips to around 18
people.
Though the club has a lot of
official adventures on a weekly
basis, they are not afraid of
unofficial outings.
The club has a Facebook page
and if any outdoor-enthusiast

OUTDOOR ADVENTURE CLUB MEMBERS POSE ON
OUTDOOR ADVENTURE.

thinks it is a beautiful day for a
hike or a bike, they can post on the
Facebook for friends to join.
To learn more about the club

PHOTO PROVIDED BY
MIKE HARDT

contact Mike Hardt at mhardt@
csumb.edu or check out their
Facebook page at CSUMB Outdoor
Adventure Club.

A Campus for Cyclists
Campus Has Over 3.8 Miles OfBike Friendly Boulevards

Greg Will, Staff Reporter

GWILL@CSUMB.EDU

Since the start of Spring Semester, discus ion has
surrounded the
addition of a large amount of speed
bumps to the Cal State Monterey
Bay (CSUMB) campus. They may be
"annoying" to some students and
faculty, but the bumps shed light
on a transportation alternative to,
literally, get around the bumps:
bicycling.
Because of the speedbumps,
some students are planning on
riding their bikes around campus
more often. Jamie Edwards, KIN,
Senior explained, "I am way more
likely to ride my bike to and from
campus since the speed bumps
have been put in."
There is an increase in traffic and
riding my bike is a lot faster and
convenient." Edwards also stated;
"Being a KIN major, of course I
would recommend other students
to ride their bikes rather than

driving around campus. It's a good way
ride his bike to campus. "I can just
to get a little extra exercise."
lock my bike up right by my class
CSUMBcurrentlyclaims3.8 miles instead of scanning for parking for
of bike boulevards, according to the a few minutes. I still have a parking
CSUMB Transportation Resources permit, but I've noticed riding
webpage (transportation.csumb. my bike saves me a lot in gas,"
edu). Bicycle boulevards are explained Ebrahemi.
defined as low speed streets
Tolbert, who agreed with
optimized for bicycle traffic. Ebrahemi,
also
explained,
"Boulevards are usually lined with "[Alternative
transportation]
"sharrows," (see above photo) used whether that be bike, bus, walking,
to remind motorists that bicyclists or carpooling, is the wiser thing to
are allowed to lawfully use said do. It increases quality of life, health,
portion of the lane," California heart, and keeps you fit." Ebrahemi
Department of Motor Vehicles echoed Tolbert's reasoning., "The
states.
main reason I prefer it is that the
As students and faculty find little bit of cardio seems to wake me
alternatives to driving, others have up and prepare my mind for class
been riding bikes since they first participation,"stated Ebrahemi.
rolled on campus.They think biking
With a few miles of roads to
is the "only" way to get from point A share, professional and amateur
to point B.
bicyclists flock to the Otter Cycle
"CSUMB doesn't do a good job of Center (OCC) for all biking needs.
supplying students with alternative Since the speedbump's installation,
transit options," explained Justin the OCC has seen an increase in
Ebrahemi, HCOM, Senior, "but they OCC visitors, according to Megan
shouldn't need to."
Tolbert, CSUMB Transportation
Ebrahemi, who is an East Campus Planner.
resident, explained how driving
OCC offers riding classes/clinics,
may seem faster, but he believes bike rental and repair, as well as
it takes around the same time to sales of parts and accessories.

OCC also hosts
a large database
of cycling links
and
resources,
including
the
CSUMB
community bike
path.
"The network
of
bicycle
boulevards
connects
to
other bikeways
around
our
campus for an
interconnected
"Complete
Streets" bicycle
network," states
the
CSUMB
Transportation
Resources.
The location
of the bicycle
boulevards are CSUMB BIKE MAP
currently as follows: Divarty from
Second Ave to A St; A St from
Divarty to Seventh Ave; Seventh
Ave from A St to Inter-Garrison Rd;
Inter-Garrison Rd from Seventh
Avenue to General Jim Moore

PHOTO PROVIDED BY
TRANSPORTATION RESOURCES

Blvd; and Fifth Avenue from Inter
Garrison to Divarty. (See map
photo.)
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Sailing Towards the Finish Line
The Sailing Club makes huge strides to reach nationals
Alyssa Malfatti, Staff Reporter

AMALFATTI@CSUMB.EDU

Water sports are typically for
summer fun. However, these
colligate athletes are in the water
almost year round. From four to
five hours of practice four times
a week, members of the Cal State
Monterey Bay (CSUMB) sailing club
are windblown, cold and tired.
However, just as any sport, they
are enthused to be a part of this
unique sport.
This semester, the sailing club
earned their way to the fourth seed
in the north at Stanford. Due to
their success, the team has found
themselves eligible to go to the
Pacific Coast Conference. The top
five teams in the north and south
move on to the next steppingstone to get to nationals.
Compared to last year, the team
has grown to its largest capacity
thus far, totaling 15 members.

"Having a younger team helps build
the program, so they can eventually
teach the newcomers," explained
student and Coach Bradley Schoch.
Bradley is a sixth year student,
getting his masters in instructional
science and technology.
Each competition is called a
"Regatta."The races consist of each
school or team at the starting line
and they race
around floating
marks. The first
boat to finish
gets one point,
the
second
boat gets two
points, and so
on. Sailing is
similar to golf
where the team
wants
fewer
points rather than more points to
win the race. Schoch explained,
"The start is 60 percent of the race.
Your fate is sealed if the team gets

a bad start."
Because the sailing community
is so small, the benefit of being
involved with the team is having
relationships not only with fellow
teammates, but members of
opposing teams. Instead of playing
a school once, sailing teams
compete against the same schools
every other weekend. According to
Schoch, one of
the huge draws
to sailing is how
once a player
gets on the
water, all the
chaos of that
day stays on
land while they
are out on the
calming waters:
destressing.
This semester has seen the
biggest jump in involvement
CSUMB has seen for the sailing
program. To become a member of

We have made huge

improvements this
semester. Last year
we were the wild card,
now we are in the
fourth sport

CSUMB SAILING CLUB BOAT

the team, interested amateur sailors
do not have to prior knowledge
of sailing. The individual will be
coached enough to participate
on the team, knowing what they
are responsible for. The program
looks for individuals who want to
learn how to sail competitively
and those who can make the time
commitment.
The sport is growing. With great
support from CSUMB Outdoor

PHOTO PROVIDED BYCSUMB.EDU

Recreation, the sailing club is
planning on buying six new boats
for competitive and recreational
use. These boats will come
complete with equipment and all
safety measures.
Currently the sailing team has a
Regatta in Monterey Bay or Pebble
Beach the weekend of April 27.

Disc Golf Throws Their Way Into Championships
Nationally Ranked Team Faces Challenges Big and Small
Realm, disc golf team member, get new, and young members to
and Psychology Junior, Patrick join our club, and play for the team."
Sommers, described some of the
While some of the disc golf team
EHAWKINS@CSUMB.EDU
challenges the team has faced. members come from the disc golf
Sommers explained how the disc class on campus, KIN 141, Sommers
golf team is self-supportive in terms acknowledges that CSUMB's disc
Discs flying around campus are of raising funds, "We have to come golf team accepts anyone that
a common sight to see as the up with everything," he stated.
wants to play or learn.
However, Sommers noted that
disc golf team prepares for the
Sean LaTour, disc golf team
upcoming National Collegiate Disc some of the support the disc golf captain, and Liberal Studies Senior,
Golf Championships (NCDGC) in team receives is from the Disc Golf also explained the challenge of
Association
April.
getting disc
Currently ranked fourth in the ( D G A ) .
golf to be a
DGA
nation, Cal State Monterey Bay The
recognized
(CSUMB) disc golf team is heading provides
college
golf
to Georgia in April to compete in disc
sport.
He
a weeklong tournament at the teams
i nformed
NCDGC. The tournament includes with discs,
the
Otter
40 to 60 different teams around and offers
Realm
$2,000
the nation, and is featuring both a
that
disc
scholarship to the team that buys golf is not a sport recognized in
doubles and singles competitions.
The team is feeling confident the most discs. Sommers comments the National Collegiate Athletics
after taking a first place win in on this fact, and expressed his hope Association (NCAA). LaTour stated,
Nov. 2012 at the West Coast in gaining this scholarship in order "I want disc golf to be recognized
College Open. The team placed to help the CSUMB disc golf team as an NCAA sport, like regular golf."
first amongst six other teams, and funds.
LaTour described
why
he
Another challenge the team has chose to join the disc golf team.
earned the honor of having their
name engraved on the Stancil faced is gaining new members to "It's the ultimate sport. You get
Johnson Cup.
join the disc golf team. Sommers to go outside, go hiking, and be
In an interview with the Otter explained, "We always struggle to competitive at the same time."
Erin Hawkins, Staff Reporter

It's the ultimate sport. You
get to go outside, go hik
ing, and be competitive at
the same time

DISC GOLF TEAM HOLDING STANCIL
JOHNSON CUP

With
championships
approaching in April, CSUMB disc
golf team has a few challenges
to face while preparing for the

PHOTOS PROVIDED BY
TYLER MCBRIAN

big tournament in Georgia. The
championships will start on April 3
and come to a close on April 7.
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New Pope,
New Hope?

NEWS
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Swap Some Tags
A Thrifty and Sustainable Clothing Solution

Picking Up Where Benedict XVI Left Off
Ariel Barry, Staff Reporter

ARBARRY@CSUMB.EDU

Jackie Garcia, Staff Reporter

JGARCIA@CSUMB.EDU

was magnanimous in choosing to
Within the last few weeks, Sala retire.This was certainly not a hasty
del Concistoro at the Apostolic „ decision. He had a well thought
Palace,
Pope
Benedict
XVI out plan. Unfortunately, the media
announced he will be resigning is going overboard In how it is
as
the
leader
Catholic
of
Church. sizing up Benedict's choice, mainly
Although the pope credited his because of the media's ignorance
resignation
to
health-related of how the church lives."
There has not been a pope
issues, his announcement came
as a surprise and has left others who resigned his position since
Gregory XII in 1415. His reason
skeptical of his decision.
Jeannette Copas, a senior for resignation was to have the
and HCOM major stated, "I do not Council of Constance rectify what
believe that the pope is resigning was known as the Great Western
because of health problems." Schism and elect a new pope that
Due to the continuing rise of everyone would identify with.
child
molestation
accusations Gregory XII served as pope for 10
against the Catholic Church, the years, but did not have a successor
acceptance of the gay community, until two years after his resignation.
So, what qualifications and
and women's right to become
priests, Copas added,"I can see why experience does the next pope
he would resign with everything elect need to have in order to be
that has been set in his path to deal Benedict's successor? Besides the
obvious fact that they must be
with all at once."
Gay marriage has become a religious, Fr. Jesse suggests,"... in
hot topic in religion as well as in this case we look to our founder,
politics. In his annual Christmas Jesus, as to what he expected
address, Pope Benedict XVI made from his "pope": be a servant, wash
it clear to the public that he the feet of his congregation, be
opposes gay marriage and that humble yet a strong leader." Silvia
it is a "manipulation of nature." Trejo, a senior and HCOM major,
But according to Public Religion says she would like to see the new
Research Institute, 59 percent pope make some changes in the
of Catholics in the United States Catholic Church: "The church also
believe gay and lesbian couples needs to recognize that priests can
should be allowed to marry in the marry and still do their jobs... the
demand for celibacy doesn't reflect
Catholic Church.
Others, however, steered clear the teachings of Jesus," a change
of these controversial topics. Fr. Fr. Jesse himself would like to see
Jesse Montes, a Salesian priest and happen.
Pope Benedict XVI is scheduled
associate pastor at St. Ambrose
Church in Berkeley, gave his to resign his position after eight
reaction to the pope's decision to years of service on Feb. 28, at the
resign stating, "I think Benedict age of 85.

A verdict has finally been reached.
After centuries of sulking over
hand-me-downs and uncertainty
over the coolness of secondhand
stores, the debate has finally been
settled. Thanks to the prolific
words of Macklemore's beloved
"Thrift Shop," thrifty spending is
now not only a smart idea, but a
"cool" one.
Though the tune gives hope for
all with frugal spending habits,
what about college students? A
group that does not always (or
even usually) have $20 in their
pockets to spend in a shopping
spree around the local thrift shop,
that can only be deemed frivolous?
Fortunately, students at Cal State
Monterey Bay have alternative
thrifty solutions. The Associated
Students Environmental Affairs
Committee (EAC) hosts a monthly
Swap Shop in the Main Quad to
help satisfy student shopping
needs. Like Macklemore, if you
thought 99 cents was a steal,

wait until you hear how much the
clothing at the Swap Shop goes for.
In fact, unlike thrift shops, the
Associated Students EAC's Swap
Shop does not partake in monetary
exchanges. The Swap Shop is
strictly a business of barter.
Associated
Students
Environmental Senator Colleen
Courtney,
Marine
Science,

THEAS ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE POSE AT THE ASSOCIATED
STUDENTS SWAP SHOP

Sophomore,
explained
the
swapping process, "Individuals
bring items they no longer use
or want and donate to the table.
While they are at the table, if an
individual sees something they
like, they may take it. So once they
bring something they can swap it
for something else."
The Swap Shop was created
to
encourage
sustainable practices
on campus, giving
students not only
a new way to save
money,
but also
helps reduce impact
on landfills through
reuse and recycle.
Sustainability
and
Savings all in one.
The Swap Shop
occurs
on
the
second Monday of
each month. The
next Swap Shop is
scheduled for March
11.
Although
Macklemore could
not be reached for an
official comment on
the AS Swap Shop,
he has been quoted,
"Savin' my money
and I'm hella happy.
That's a bargain."
We think he would
approve.

PHOTOS PROVIDED BY
ASSOCIATED STUDENTS
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The Art of Chinese Lion Dancing
Students express Chinese history through music and dance
Lynell Morgan, Staff Reporter

LMORGAN@CSUMB.EDU

Tak Tak, Don Chan. That is the
sound of the drums as the dancers
of the Chinese Lion Dance Team
on the Cal State Monterey Bay
(CSUMB) campus move beneath
their costumes to its rhythm.
Chinese Lion Dance is a form
of cultural performing art, as a
combination of footwork, martial
arts postures, and percussion such
as drums, cymbals, and the gong.
The lion moves in unison and
precision to the rhythms and beats
of the music.
Lion Dance consists of two
dancers underneath the lion. A
dancer in the Lion Head brings life
to it by moving the eyes, ears, and
mouth while the person within the
tail moves in sync with the head,
creating one whole body. Both
dancers animate emotions of joy,
sadness or anger. There's also the
Happy Buddha, or as it is called in
Chinese, Dia Dal Fuat (pronounced:
die dal fut), where dancers work

together with the drummers,
cymbal players, and a gong player.
"We go out and perform for the
numerous civic events, schools,
organizations,
typically
and
traditionally for anything from
weddings to birthdays to major
events," say Leonard Han, coach
and mentor of the Lion Dance
Team.
Chinese New Year is an important
time of the year for the team. In
a short interview with the Otter
Realm, team member Nathaniel
Mikolajczyk MAJOR YEAR said that
on the weekend before the Chinese
New Year (Feb 9 and 10) the team
performed seven times.
A documentary by TAT 237
students Andrew Wedell, Jasmine
Mosebar, and Nolan Hall, explained
the development of Chinese Lion
Dancing as an interaction between
Persia and China through the Silk
Road. The Ambassador of Persia
would send gifts and animals to
the Emperor of China. Lions were
one of the animals.
Through the study of lions, Lion
Dancing was created to convey

a message of good tidings and the music of the dance. The lion road from Sanderling Hall (211),
karma through music and dance. is a representation of the Chinese next to the Alumni and Visitor
The dance presents a positive, lively culture through visual form.
Center. For more information, visit
performance with an interest in
The club holds practices on chineseliondance.staging.csumb.
people of all cultures and traditions Fridays from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. in edu or visit their Facebook page at
who readily relate to the spirit of the Meeting House across the CSUMBLionDanceClub.
the dance.
Countries such as Japan,
Korea,
Tibet,
Indonesia,
Malaysia, and Singapore have
also incorporated Chinese Lion
Dancing into their festivals.
Han stated, "Today, Lion Dance
extends across Chinatowns
and
communities
from
Vancouver to San Francisco,
London to Sydney, as it
continues to be an important
symbol for not only ethnic
Chinese, but for the entire
Global Community."
"The
most
enjoyable
part," Han continued, "is the
movements. It's the feeling,
the expression. It's beautiful.
Chinese Lion Dance is unique.
[There's] nothing quite like it."
While dancing is, as Leonard
Han puts it, unique, there's STUDENTS PARTICIPATE IN A LION DANCE CLUB EVENT
PHOTO PROVIDED BY
LYNELL MORGAN
something for everyone in

Stomping for Culture
Professional step company Step Afrika! group visits CSUMB
Ethan Federman, Staff Reporter

ALLCAPS@CSUMB.EDU

The thunder and drum of feet
clapping on the hard wood
ground, a powerful beat echoing
through the chest and ears, these

are just a few of the step beats that
could be heard from Step Afrika!
The step cultural dance group
performed at the World Theater
Feb 21. Students, faculty, and the
general public audience seemed
blown away by their talented and
passionate performance, which

STEP AFRIKA! GROUPPERFORMING AROUND THE WORLD

PHOTO PROVIDED BY
TONY POWELL

incorporated humor, history, and
talent.
The group stole the show,
performing for 400 attendees who
showed up to support and watch
the event. The doors opened at
6:30 p.m. and the performance
lasted around two hours. A mass
group of Step Afrika! fans lined the
entrance before the performance
began. The reception of the event
was generally very positive.
According to StepAfrika.org,
Step Afrika! is the first professional
company in the world dedicated
to the tradition of stepping and
was founded in Dec 1994. The
company is celebrated around the
world for its efforts in promoting
stepping as an art form and using
dance as an educational tool
for young people specifically.
Step Afrika! has performed for
thousands each year in America,
Europe, Asia, the Caribbean and
Africa.
StepAfrika.org
defines
Step Afrika! performances as
interactive
and
entertaining

presentations
that
include
fraternity and sorority stepping
styles, the gum boot dance and the
South African Zulu dance. Clubs on
campus also showed support for
the event. Members of the Asian
Pacific Islanders Association (APIA)
went to the event in support of
dance and culture.
Based in Washington, D.C,
the group completes a 50-city
tour of colleges throughout the
United States, promoting themes
of
teamwork,
cross-cultural
understanding,
and
success.
Associated Students invited them
to perform for Cal State Monterey
Bay, and they made the trip from
east coast to west. They will be in
Los Angeles, Colorado, Texas, Ohio,
and New York before heading back
to Washington, D.C. in the next two
weeks. Step Afrika! is dedicated to
getting their message heard and
performing at schools around the
nation.
Students described the event as
high energy, and very engaging.
"We learned the history of stepping

and the culture of Africa. The event
even brought people on stage,"
stated Jeremy Allred, PSYCH, fifth
year student. "It was a very great
turn out."
The audience cheered and
clapped loudly when appropriate
and had their breath taken away
from them when the stepping
got intense. People were eager
to talk about what they saw after
the curtain fell, and continued
to for the days to come. It is safe
to say that Step Afrika! left, a foot
print that will become a part of
those who saw their heart-filled
performance for years to come.
Associated Students has many
other events planned on campus
for the semester. To see more
events like Step Afrika!, students,
faculty, and even the general
public can check the Cal. State
Monterey Bay master calendar
located at http://calendar.csumb.
edu/ and find more events they
may be interested in.

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

18 | Otter Realm | February 28,2013 | www.otterrealm.net

Designed By: Zack Orosco

CSUMB Student and Idol Contestant
Stevie Rae Struggles Between School and Her Dream
Kari Hatfield, Staff Reporter

KHATFIELD@CSUMB.EDU

Fear of the unknown, anticipation,
excitement,
happiness,
and
struggle between values are just a
few of the emotions senior Stevie
Rae Stevens went through on
her journey auditioning for the
televised singing contest, American
Idol.
Stevie, a Music Recording
Technology
major, auditioned
for American Idol back in June of
2012 for the second time. Her first
audition was at 17-years-old and
she claims this time as "the worst
experience ever." After waiting
for nearly 13 hours, she only had
about five seconds in front of the
judges.
After a fellow singing buddy
"forced" her to audition, Stevens
decided to try again, but this time
with a much different perspective.
Dressed in her favorite flip-flops,
a $3 t-shirt, and khaki pants,
Stevens made it through the
first round of judging. "It was me
or nothing," explained Stevens,
who had auditioned for various

began to slip, as she planned flights,
booked hotels, and practiced her
singing, all for a competition she
was unsure to win. Being under a
strict contract forced Stevens to
keep her mouth shut about the
entire competition, including her
fears.
When it came time to face the
main
judges,
Stevens
said
she saw Mariah
Carey
before
going in to sing.
Carey advised,
"Don't worry, you're going to do
really good!"Stevens sailed through
the judges round, and four "YES"
votes sent her off to Hollywood.
Not all excitement and
happiness as Stevens now had to
sit through 8 hours of interviews,
psychoanalyzing,
background
checks, personality tests and
questioning. This is where Stevens
began to believe she had no
control over her future. "I felt like I
was signing my life away,"explained
Stevens.
Although she made it through

day one and her group on day
two was great, she struggled to
learn lyrics. She explained how
she began deteriorating physically,
losing a sense of self. "I've never
been so concerned" Stevens
claimed, knowing she was not 100
percent there.
Stevens questioned whether
she was really
ready to give
up her life for a
chance at fame.
Something
Stevens
continued to talk about the
CSUMB community and how all of
the love and support helped her
perservere through the show. She
felt so much love, stating, "I found
somewhere I fit in."
Stevens is currently back on
track for school and working on
completing her album for her
capstone project. When asked
about the publicity and if any
of it bothered her, she quickly
retorted, "I love the spotlight, I love
attention."

I finally found some
where I fit in here

STEVIE RAE'S GOLDEN TICKET TO HOLLYWOOD

other
televised
singing/talent
competitions, including America's
Got Talent and The Voice.
Another factor working into
Steven's nonchalant attitude when
accepting her golden ticket is her
educational priorities. "I went in
with the mentality that if I did not
make it, I would go home, get my

PHOTOS PROVIDED BY
STEVIE RAE

degree and go on to graduate
school," stated Stevens. "If I made
American Idol, great, but my degree
is way more important to me."
As
the
second
audition
approached, Stevens explained
how waiting for the unknown was
extremely difficult. Her grades

Dropping Beats With DJ SlugNa$ty
Student DJ Shares His Interest in EDM Music
Maritza Bautista, Staff Reporter

Mabautista@csumb.edu

Turn tables? Check. Hottest beats?
Check. Channel mixer? Check.
That is some of what DJ SlugNa$ty
checks off before heading out to
any venue.The night is young and it
is not long before all the best beats
are dropped by DJ SlugNa$ty. But
before the DJ puts on his game face
and gets the party started, Jordan
Sluggett has other things he needs
to get done.
This DJ holds a day job at
McDonald's to help fund his DJ
dreams. Sluggett also attends Cal
State Monterey Bay (CSUMB) where
he is an HCOM major and one day
aspires to be a fireman. Until then,
"I will see where life takes me, I am
willing to ride life's wave," Sluggett
stated. He hopes to hit it big in the
music show business, but he knows
it is a tough industry to get into.

A household name here at
CSUMB, DJ Slugna$ty is known for
playing electronic dance music
(EDM) style of music. In recent
years, EDM has seen a spike in fans.
Ultra Music Festival, a two-day EDM
collective-concert, sold out tickets
with 34 days left until the actual
concert date, with presale tickets
selling out in a total of 30 minutes.
The concert hosted nearly 100
top-EDM DJs, drawing in crowds
of over 100,000 EDM fanatics,
according to site PR News Wire.
EDM is any music made on a
"machine" with a beat.This genre of
music includes house music, trance,
dub step, drum and bass, and trip
hop. Household EDM Djs include
David Guetta, Tiesto, Afrojack, and
Kaskade (to name a few).
For DJ SlugNa$ty, music runs
through his veins. He has been
making new mixes since he can

remember. One of his major
inspirations is DJ Armin van
Buurren, a Dutch trance producer
and DJ. Armin is part of the rising
EDM
generation.
SlugNa$ty
hopes to follow in his inspirations
footsteps, or beats.
One of the highlighting moments
of DJ SlugNa$ty's explanation of
his love for EDM included a pact
titled "PLUR." PLUR stands for and
promotes peace, love, unity, and
respect. This is a philosophy the
music genre has tried to maintain.
DJ SlugNa$ty enjoys mixing
music and has experience like
performing in Victoria Secret
stores, weddings, and clubs like the
Blue Fin on Cannery Row. In order
to get good mixes Sluggett advised
to mix different beats. And he has
a thumb for it. "When you been
doing it for a while you know what
beats mix well,"SlugNa$ty said."But

JORDAN "DJ SLUGNASTY" SLUGGETT PERFORMING ATA

LOCAL VENUE/HOUSE PARTY

if you do mix songs that won't go
together I am able to tell and I have
a back up song just in case."
With every knod and movement
of the crowd, Sluggett devours the
energy they give off, claiming these
vibes make his beats and job even

PHOTOS PROVIDED BY
JORDAN SLUGGETT

better. SlugNa$ty continues to mix
tunes and aspires to play in bigger
cities, like San Francisco.
DJ SlugNa$ty's beats can be
heard on his soundcloud: https://
soundcloud.com/dj-slugnasty.
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Textbooks vs. E-Readers
Shannon Berger, Staff Reporter

SBERGER@GUMB.EDU

Paying for tuition, boarding, and
meal plans can be extremely
expensive. Each semester students
pay thousands of dollars to attend
a university. The last thing on their
minds is having to pay another few
hundred dollars on textbooks each
semester.
According to the College Board,

Which is Better for the 21 st-Century College Student?
students who attend a four year
college will spend around $1,200
on textbooks and supplies. That is
an average of $150 per semester.
While the price of textbooks can
be a major drawback, there are
some positives to using textbooks.
First, there is the convenience
of always having your textbook
on hand. According to an NBC
News article titled Pros and Cons
of E-Readers vs. Textbooks, 75
percent of students still use paper
to take notes. Textbooks are a
physical object that can easily be
highlighted or annotated. There
is always access to a textbook and
there is no worry of the power
running out of it.
Although the simplicity of
having a textbook around seems

convenient, once you get to the
point of carrying around multiple
500-page, hardback books, you
have a problem (a back problem).
Not only is it annoying to carry
around all the books, but it is
literally a pain in the back to do so.
Textbook
alternatives
and
solutions to back-breaking page
turners have surfaced through
the years. The e-reader or tablet,
which ranges from $100 to $1,000
electronics not only hold digital
books, but some do much more.
It is much more convenient to
carry one e-reader around rather
than multiple textbooks. Whenever
you are in need of looking
something up in the textbook, you
can simply pull out your e-reader
and go to where the information is.

An issue I have come upon
in my own personal experience
is textbook availability on the
e-reader. Sometimes the book I
need for class is not available on
the e-reader. But, the necessary
books the e-readers and tablets
do have available can be bought
or rented, eliminating the need to
remember to return your books at
the end of the semester.
The biggest con to using an
e-reader is the issue of power. In
the event that you forget to charge
it, there is no way to access your
textbooks other than to find a
power outlet and begin charging
your e-reader. This can be a huge
inconvenience when you are in
class and need to pull out your
textbook. Luckily, most Cal State

Monterey Bay classrooms are
equipped with enough plugs to
charge your tablet, iPhone, and
computer all at once.
While there are many pros
and cons I personally prefer the
e-reader. I have been using a Kindle
Fire for the past three months and
the pros in terms of convenience
far outweighs the cons. Not only
can I use the e-reader for books,
but I can also store notes from class
and download any necessary class
files.
In the end, the debate between
textbook and e-reader comes
down to the personal preference.
For some, they need to be able to
touch a physical textbook. While
for others, all they really need is to
be able to see the text.

More Than a Paycheck
Ariel Barry, Staff Reporter

ARBARRY@CSUMB.EDU

The Benefits of On-Campus Employment

Eventually, I realized CSUMB
students were working in various
locations
on
campus.
After
asking around about on-campus
employment, many directed me to
professors, advisors, and OtterJobs.
OtterJobs? I had never heard of
it, but with little rapport built with
any faculty at the time, it seemed
like the best option.
Rhonda Mercadal-Espinosa, head
of the Academic & Career Advising
Services explained, "OtterJobs is a
great tool for students." OtterJobs
not only lists on-campus jobs, but
off-campus jobs, too. She explained
that OtterJobs has a wide range
of listings available to students,
In retrospect, moving from Virginia urging them to check the website
to attend Cal State Monterey Bay regularly.
(CSUMB) before even visiting the
While off-campus jobs are
campus was a bit of a risk to say available on OtterJobs, many
the least. When I arrived last fall, a students argue that on-campus
fresh-faced 18-year-old without a jobs are a better option for full-time
car, I felt completely unemployable. students.
No
reliable
means
of
One of the greatest advantages
transportation, no professional or of working on campus is having a
personal references in the state, and school-friendly schedule, according
a full-time student class schedule to the article "How and Why to
filled my plate. Any application I Get an On-Campus Job." College
submitted would certainly get lost campus employers are familiar with
into the abyss of an over-crowded the academic calendar, semester
filing cabinet.
finals and breaks, and are more

flexible with your class schedule.
I believe this is not simply 'one of
the greatest advantages' but the
greatest advantage of working
on campus. Campus employers
understand your main priority is
your education and earning your
degree. As a student, my classes
come first and it is essential that
my work schedule works around
them, not vice versa. Like MercadalEspinosa said, "They understand
you are students."
Additionally,
college
is
a
transitional
period for most
students, and campus jobs prepare
students for employment in the
future. Holding a campus job gives
students a sense of responsibility
in the comfortable environment
of their own campus, explained
Mercadal-Espinosa. Students can
learn the ins and outs of a job with
employers who care about the
interest of their employees not only
as workers, but also as students,
according to "How and Why to Get
an On-Campus Job."
From
my experience, this
invested interest seems absent
from off-campus employment.
When working at a restaurant offcampus, I was simply an employee.

My employers never took my life students to openings, both on and
as a student into consideration, off campus, in related fields.
because it didn't matter to their
Regardless of choosing campus
business.
employment
or
employment
Not only are on-campus jobs elsewhere,
Mercadal-Espinosa
a way to earn money while in advocates students only work partschool, but also a way to become time if possible. She explained,
more involved on campus. This "The first priority is to focus on
involvement is not only beneficial studies." Campus jobs have weekly
to students as members of the hour limits in place, allowing
campus community, but also student employees to work only
to employers. When campus 20 hours. "Twenty hours is doable,"
employers hire students, they are said Mercadal-Espinosa, explaining
hiring employees that are deeply students need time for classes,
invested in the campus, where studying, and "me time" to stay well
many live and study.
rounded. "Once you go over that,
Mercadal-Espinosa
also carrying a full load, something gets
asserted campus jobs are mutually neglected."
beneficial to employers. Since
While the students of her
students know the culture, campus, department may be the saving
and the student experience, "They grace
for
Mercadal-Espinosa,
[student employees] are the best OtterJobs
was
mine.
After
salesperson for this campus." submitting a few applications
Mercadal-Espinosa continued, "All through OtterJobs, I found campus
of the students working in this employment and could not be
department, I would hire if I had a more satisfied with the experience.
business," calling them the "saving
Though I know part time campus
grace" of their department.
employment is not always an
Along
with
OtterJobs, option for everyone, for students
networking with faculty is also an seeking employment during their
important resource when seeking college years, it is certainly worth
campus employment. Faculty and consideration.
staff members may be able to refer
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Hidden Gem of Monterey County
Comedy and Karaoke Bar Promotes Diversity
Nursal Matsu, Staff Reporter

NMATSU@CSUMB.EDU

When was the last time you walked
into a bar and felt as if you were
home? This is something that I
experience each time I walk into
the Planet Gemini comedy and
Karaoke Bar, located on 2110 North
Fremont St, Seaside, California.
One aspect that makes Planet
Gemini different than other bars in
Monterey is their friendly staff and
mix of cultures.
As soon as I am greeted by angel

Kowatch, part of the Planet Gemini
family for 22 years, the stress of my
day floats away. Not only has she
greeted me with a smile on her
face but a genuine welcome. Angel
might have seen you once or twice
but will still remember you and say,
"Good to see you back."
Planet Gemini's regulars like
myself don't go there just to get
drunk or because we are sad. We
go there because of the sense
of community, diversity and
acceptance it promotes. What
makes Planet Gemini experience
one of a kind for me is my longing
for home.
Planet Gemini is one place where
I feel welcome and appreciated
for who I am. When I walk in, I am
not greeted with a smile because
I consume but because my
appreciation for the Planet Gemini
is recognized by their staff. There
are times that I sit at their bar and
have a cup of coffee and still feel
appreciated. I am surrounded by
genuine staff and regulars who
respect and encourage each other.
The diverse multi cultured crowd of

Planet Gemini leaves me with the
feeling that we are all "one" every
time.
"Everyone
encourages
you
and you get to appreciate other
people's talents and song choices,
as opposed to the super packed
let's-just-get-wasted-and-try-tohook-up atmosphere of some other
bars downtown." expressed Caitlin
Wallace, HCOM, Senior. Caitlin
added," You go a couple times and
talk to some people and all of a
sudden, you find yourself wanting
to keep going. The atmosphere is
addicting."
The owners Anthony and Frankie
Lane, in entertainment business
more than 20 years, appreciate
diversity and enjoy promoting
ethnic groups. When I asked
Anthony Lane, if they would be
interested in having an ethnic
Turkish Folk Music Band at their
platform, his response was, "I love
it. Bring it on."
The cultural diversity which
creates the unique "homey" feeling
at Gemini is present at all times.
In the big room, they have weekly

events such as Italian Night,
Country Night, Noche Latina and
Salsa Sunday.
The second room where Karaoke
takes place is my personal favorite.
Tristin Martinez and bar tender
"B", in charge of the second room
welcome all singers.
As soon as, I enter into Tristin's
territory, my ears are in treat for
songs not only in English but
Italian, Spanish, German, and
Portuguese. Tristin tries his best to
please all singers, attempting to
find songs in their own language.
Karaoke Room's charismatic bar
tender, "Brian" is a must in making
a Planet Gemini experience one-ofa-kind. He creates an atmosphere
where I feel as I am having a drink
at my living room at all times. His
professionalism and ability to
remember all his customers and
what they drink is admirable. Even
at his busiest times, Brian will
remain as professional and fair as
he can be. Bar tender "B" like his
manager Angel will recognize
his customers, look them in the
eye, shake their hands and say,

"Welcome Back."
I continuously go back to Planet
Gemini because it is the only bar in
Monterey, which leads me to think
that maybe Melting Pot Myth is not
a myth. When I am in there, I feel
like we are all one with all of our
differences. The Gemini serves as a
second home to those who might
feel un-welcomed because of their
color or sexual orientation. The
songs I hear in Spanish whisper to
my ears as a freedom lullaby. Alexis,
in his red wig, chin up on stage,
singing his Spanish song with
confidence gives me hope. The
concept that we are all one despite
where we come from is genuinely
practiced and appreciated at the
Gemini.
Down town bars might offer fun
for the night, but Planet Gemini
offers a long lasting enjoyment that
is filled with a message that we are
all equal despite our differences. I
encourage those who constantly
find themselves at crowded bars
of down town Monterey to make
a visit to Planet Gemini to feel the
difference.

East Campus Has Issues

Students in uproar over East Campus changes

Ethan Federman, Staff Reporter

EFEDERMAN@CSUMB.EDU

East campus housing is schedules
to go through many changes
in the next semester, many of
which will increase living costs
and remove freedoms students
have previously hadEast campus
housing registration begins on
Feb 28, but before students pay
the $100 deposit, the university

released an email to all the
students currently
living
in
Alliance housing.
"Currently, you communicate
with Alliance Residential Company
for almost all of your needs and
questions, and you only see our
staff in Student Housing with
additions to licenses, transfers, or
to apply to live in East Campus."
The email goes on to say, "We are
no longer offering "whole" licenses
in East Campus Student Housing
for individual students."
Currently Student Housing &
Residential Life is unable to offer
housing to a large majority of
incoming student population. By
moving toward an individual
license the university feels they
can accommodate more incoming
students and provide them with
same convenience of living on
campus. What that means for

students is that STUDENTS CAN
NO LONGER SPLIT A WHOLE
LICENSE RENT.
Instead of paying for example a
$1210 a month rent split amongst
2-5 people, each student will
be given a flat unchanging rate,
one that has been estimated to
be between $550 for a shared
room, $750 for a single bedroom
and $850 for a larger single
bedroom, based on current partial
occupancy rates.
The Monterey Herald author
Claudia Melendez Salinas posted
on Feb. 19th an opinion piece
where she interviewed students
and staff alike to gather their
opinions. She writes, "Many
students don't want to live with
strangers. They don't understand
how the university is supposed
to create more room for students
if it is limiting occupancy to three

people per apartment, when now
up to five people can live in one."
She stated other interesting
points such as graduate students
older than undergraduates will
also be affected by this change.
Ms. Salinas caught a quote from
a graduate student that stated,
"'I'm in a large room and I don't
want to be forced to share with a
stranger against my wishes,' said
Lisa Jensen, a graduate student in
the coastal and watershed science
and policy program."
I think these changes are too
sudden and are going to cause
many students currently living
here to think about changing
their spot. As an East campus
resident currently with only one
more semester left to go, it makes
hardly any sense for me to pay so
much money for only 4 months of
housing.

When I went to talk with
Alliance student housing, they
recommended that I pay the $100
deposit to ensure a reservation
and a place to stay, but they did
not recommend that living on
campus is the best option for me.
The university claims to be
having their students in mind,
but it seems more and more as
if the ones closest to graduating
are being forced out. Options for
newer students and the many
incoming freshman are increasing
and options for fourth year and
beyond are becoming slimmer
and slimmer.
Off campus has become the only
realistic option for my position
right
now.
Hopefully
other
students find affordable options
and are prepared to be cozy
sharing rooms in East Campus if
the need arises.
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Tommy's and Coffee Mia
Kari Hatfield, Staff Reporter

KHATFIELD@CSUMB.EDU

Every college student at some
point or another needs a coffee
break away from campus and a
quick meal to start the day off right.
Coffee Mia and Tommy's in Marina
are just five minutes from campus
and cater to both those needs.
Coffee Mia is family owned
and run and they have lots of little
goodies to choose from. Daughter
Ally is known for her amazing
white mocha, made with much
love. Not only do they serve coffee,
but they also have great salads
and sandwiches, bagels, muffins,
sweets and more! The morning
glory muffin is phenomenal, but
sells out quickly
in the morning,
so I recommend
getting attached
to something a
little less popular
like the quiche;
which is also
good.
They're
food is decently
priced and they
give a discount
to
college
students...
making it even

better. There is seating both
indoors and outdoors to suite your
dining needs. It's a quiet little cafe
for the most part, but can get very
busy during the morning rush and
lunch hour, so plan accordingly.
Its located at 250-E Reservation
Road and the hours are Mon-Fri
5am-5pm and
Sat
5am3pm, closed
Sundays.
If you are
looking
for
something a
little cheaper
and closer to
home cooked,
then Tommy's around the block
is the place to be. Remember its
cash only and they are closed on
Sundays. Tommy's is also family run
and caters to the inexpensive style.
You can get a full stomach with
a drink and tip for under $7. The
Working Man's breakfast is 99 cents
and you get two eggs, toast and
hash browns. It's a very small place,
so it can get crowded and you may
have a wait through the weekend,
but it's a fairly quick turnover. Miss
Judy, the owner and manager, will
be a bit forward and demanding
but she will quickly learn your
order and treat you well as you
become a regular, even saying, "No,
you don't need menu, you been

here enough!" The food taste:
home cooked and is as simple as
breakfast can get, nothing fancy.
Tommy's is located at 204 Cypress
Ave. Mon-Sat 7am-2pm.
Coffee Mia is a bit nicer but
more pricey. However, both places
offer different selections. Both are
great for college
students as they
are located just
a few minutes
from
campus
and they won't
break
your
wallet either!
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RESTAURANT REVIEW

No, you don't
need menu,
you been here
enough!
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What's Your
CONFESSION?
New Trending Pages Taking
CSUMB by Storm
Jordan Sluggett, Staff Reporter

JSLUGGETT@CSUMB.EDU

"Ever been on Facebook, but too
shy to try and make the first move?
Think that girl in the yoga pants is
hot? Too shy to approach that cutie
in the bro tank? Tell us how you
feel in a private message and we'll
post it for you anonymously! Bonus
points for clever pick up lines."
This "mantra" is strewn across
at least one of two new Cal State
Monterey Bay (CSUMB) student
run Facebook pages quickly
becoming popular, but are they
for the right reasons? What started
as a way for students to express
their feelings without fear of being
ridiculed directly has turned into
a People magazine gossip forum
surrounding only CSUMB-affairs.
CSUMB: Confessions, allows
people to anonymously send in
secrets, which are posted and
seen by anyone viewing the page.
Spotted: CSUMB is where people
can, again, post anonymously
if they have "spotted" someone
around campus they may find
interesting.
After speaking with multiple
CSUMB students, questions have
been raised about where these
pages originated. Gino Vallente,
KIN, Senior, stated, "I think its
comical that a page like this would
grow so fast with such a strong
following."ln the two years Gino has
been attending CSUMB, he went
on to say that he has never seen
or heard of such a viral movement
sweeping over a university so
quickly.
A simple Facebook search of
"CSU Facebook Confessions" or
"CSU Facebook Spotted" returns
with a list of schools all over the
country participating in these
Facebook
Pages,
including
neighboring university, UC Santa
Cruz.
In just under two short
months both CSUMB Confessions
and Spotted pages have grown to
approximately 1,200 likes and more

than 950 people are talking about
them, according to each pages
Facebook.
When asked about his views
on the newly trending facebook
pages for CSUMB, Austin Thiel, a
recent KIN major, CSUMB graduate
stated, "My real question is who
is in control of these pages? If
you think about it, whoever is the
admin [administrator] of either of
those pages literally has control
over anyone that has ever sent a
message in."
Many people may have not
have thought about this aspect
of what seems to be a harmless
Facebook page to write funny and
mostly inappropriate things about
fellow students and classmates. An
example can be seen in one post,
reading,"To the equestrian girl who
works at Starbucks, save a horse
and ride me instead."
These Confessions and Spottings
have become a widespread
phenomenon, as more students
adopt the idea, creating pages
for their respected college(s).
According to an article from WhoTV,
a Des Moines based news station,
one Iowa college has already been
forced to shut-down their Facebook
page due to "inappropriate"and
"mean"
comments
directed
towards students and alumni.
At least on post on the CSUMB
Confessions page pulled the
heartstrings and clicked the like
buttons of over 340 students.
The anonymous post included a
photo (seen above) that stated,
"You complimented me last week,
and you don't even know me...
You saved my life. Thank you."
The anonymous poster received
the post-it note after a pact she
made to compliment strangers at
least once per week. The note was
slipped under his/her door.
One comment on the post read,
"Words can make a big difference
in someone's life."
As of Feb 27, both pages are still
active.
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In Loving Memory
Carrie Gonzalez Lujan
Carrie Gonzalez-Lujan, a Cal State Monterey Bay adviser with the Upward Bound program, passed away Thursday, Feb
21, after a short battle with cancer. Carrie was a 12-year veteran of the CSUMB campus and was the coordinator for
the CAMP program last fall.
In a statement made by Dr. Ronnie Higgs, Vice President for Student Affairs, Carrie was said to have "touched many
lives with her kind words and good humor" and "devoted her career to helping students and promoting higher
education."
"She was a good example of the university's vision statement and what it embodies," Dr. Higgs wrote.
Our deepest condolences are with Carrie Gonzalez-Lujan's friends, family, and colleagues during this tragic time. We
commemorate Gonzalez-Lujan for her dedication to the CSUMB community. She will be severely missed by all.

SUBMISSIONS

Ever wanted to have something published in a
newspaper?
Now is your chance!
The Otter Realm is now looking for creative works of poetry, short stories, letters
to the editor, and reviews. Send your submissions to submissions@otterrealm.net.
Our print limit is 500 words, but we will publish the rest at www.otterrealm.net
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OTTERS ON CAMPUS

What financial sacrifices/measures do
you make in order to attend college?
"I have student loans.
I don't get to go out
with my friends as
much anymore."
Maria Neidhardt
4th Year, ESTP

TIDES

"I work twice a week, all
day. I also have to stay
home on weekends to
do homework"
Tania Medina
2nd Year, Liberal Studies

"I have to take out loans to
cover tuition and have a job
to cover personal costs. My
parents do help me with
rent and other costs, but
things get very tight finan
cially alot."
Erin Coffey
3rd Year, Biology Major

"I take loans to pay for
part of my school tuition.
As for my hobbies, I'm not
able to go snowboarding
as much as I wish I could."
Nichole Fandino
3rd Year, Biology Major
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"I don't go back home as
much; a lot of my traveling
has been reduced. I have
to watch what I spend, so I
stay home a lot."
Jeremy Allred
4th Year, Psychology Major

"I have financial aid to
cover my expenses, but at
the same time, I budget
my spending and ride
my bike to school to save
gas.
Stephen Whitham
4th Year, Biology Major

"I have to work 30
hours a week in order
to pay for my tuition
and supplies."
Evelyn Gonzalez
4th Year, Liberal Studies

